
 

NORTH EXIT  

Rm 2 

 

Rm 4 

K/1st 

Rm 6 Boys 

Restroom 

 Rm 8 Rm 9 

2nd 

Rm 10 

4th 

Boys 

Restroom 

SCHOOL CAMPUS & DISMISSAL AREA 

 

 

 

 

          

Rm 1 EC 

Restroom 

Hand-

icap Rm 
Rm 3 Rm 5 Rm 7 

 

LOBBY/ 

OFFICE 

Stairs Rm 11 

3rd 

Girls 

Restroom 

D I S M I S S A L  
A R E A  

CELTIC HALL 

(Cafeteria) 
GYM 

 

SOUTH ENTRY 

1ST FLOOR 

         

Rm 23 Rm 22 Rm 20 Rm 18  Rm 29 

 

Stairs Rm 13 

5th 

Girls 

Restroom 

2ND FLOOR 

5225 N. HIMES AVENUE 

TAMPA, FL 33614 

(813) 875-4040 | EXT. 206 

MARTA RODRIGUEZ MONTERO 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

MMONTERO@STLAWRENCE.ORG  

 
 

15 

Rm 21 

 

Rm 19 Rm 17 Rm 16 

 

Rm 15 

8th 

Rm 14 

7th 

Rm 12 

6th 

Boys 

Restroom OCIC 

 

PRE-K THROUGH CONFIRMATION 

Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not  

prevent them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs  

to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION CALENDAR 2025-2026 
 

APRIL 

 SUNDAY: 4/5 NO YFF (EASTER), 4/12, 4/19,  

 4/26 YFF LAST DAY - SUMMER CELEBRATION 
  

 

FIRST COMMUNION:  

 THURSDAY: 4/30 FIRST COMMUNION  

 REHEARSAL - A (CHURCH, DETAILS TBA) 

 

MAY 

FIRST COMMUNION: 

 FRIDAY: 5/1 FIRST COMMUNION REHEARSAL - B  

 (CHURCH, DETAILS TBA) 
 

FIRST COMMUNION CEREMONY  

 SATURDAY: 5/2 FIRST COMMUNION CEREMONY 

 10:00–11:30 A.M. CHURCH - A (DETAILS TBA) 

 12:30–1:30 P.M. CHURCH - B (DETAILS TBA) 
 

H A V E  A  B L E S S E D  S U M M E R !  

OFFICE & CLASS HOURS 
 

THE PARISH OFFICE IS LOCATED IN HIGGINS HALL 

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY  

9:00 A.M.–4:00 P.M. 
 

YFF CLASS TIMES: SUNDAY, 11:15 A.M.–12:30 P.M.  

    ALL CHILDREN MUST BE PICKED UP  

    NO LATER THAN 12:45PM. 



 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION CALENDAR 2025-2026 
 

JANUARY 

 SUNDAY: 1/4, 1/11, 1/18, 1/25 

CONFIRMATION:  

  WEDNESDAY: 1/14 EXPLAINING THE MASS- 

  FR. CHUCK (CONFIRMANDI/PARENT, CHURCH)  
  

 

  SATURDAY: 1/24 CONFIRMATION RETREAT,  

 SAINT LEO ABBEY (DETAILS TBA)  

 

FEBRUARY 

  SUNDAY: 2/1, 2/8, 2/15 NO YFF (PRESIDENT’S 

  DAY), 2/22 
 

CONFIRMATION:  

  THURSDAY, 2/26 CONFIRMATION REHEARSAL 

  (6:00-7:30PM, CHURCH) 
 

CONFIRMATION CEREMONY:  

 SATURDAY, 2/28, 10:30 A.M.–12:00 P.M. CHURCH 

 (DETAILS TBA) 

 

  

MARCH  

 SUNDAY: 3/1, 3/8, 3/15 NO YFF (BREAK), 3/22, 

 3/29 (PALM SUNDAY)  : 

FIRST COMMUNION: 

  SATURDAY: 3/28 EXPLAINING THE MASS- 

  FR. CHUCK (FIRST COMMUNICANT/PARENT,  

  CHURCH)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. LAWRENCE YOUTH FAITH FORMATION MISSION 

Our miss ion is  to form young di sciples who love God 

and ne ighbor, deepen ing the ir  re lat ionsh ip wi th 

Chr is t  through prayer,  catechesi s ,  service, and  

communi ty .  Recogniz ing that fai th begins at home, 

we support fami l ies as the primary educators  of  

the fai th , helping them strengthen the ir  Cathol i c 

ident i ty , and l ive as act ive wi tnesses of Chr is t .  

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

Dear parents :  

On behalf  of the St .  Lawrence Youth Faith   

Format ion (YFF)  Program staff  and volunteers ,  I  

want  to take th i s  opportun i ty to welcome not  on ly 

your ch i ld ,  but  your fami ly to the program.  

Fai th  format ion i s  a l i fe long process that  shou ld 

cont inue beyond early ch i ldhood through the adul t  

years .  Parents  have the cruc ial  ro le of being the 

primary fai th  inf luencers  in  the i r  ch i ld ’ s  fai th   

journey.  The YFF program wi l l  ass i s t  you in  your 

miss ion to educate your ch i ldren in  the Cathol i c  

fai th .  I  want to impress upon you the need of the 

whole fami ly to be a part  of th i s  fai th - learn ing.  

Please also remember to share the blessings of the 

Mass together before or after c lass  each  Sunday.   

I  am thankfu l  for the opportun i ty to walk wi th  you 

on the journey to share our Cathol i c  fai th  wi th the 

ch i ldren .  

God’s peace be wi th you ,  

Marta (aka Martha)  Rodr iguez Montero  
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

St .  Lawrence Youth Fai th  Format ion c lasses prov ide 

re l ig ious educat ion for ch i ldren in  Kindergarten 

through Conf i rmat ion who are at tending publ ic  and 

non-Cathol ic  pr ivate schools .  Homeschoolers  are  

also welcome to at tend.  S ince each grade level   

of our YFF program has i t s  own curr icu lum focus ,  

regular at tendance in  al l  grade levels  i s  essent ia l  

for the development of our Cathol i c  fai th .  

CLASS ELIGIBILITY 

Kindergar ten -Ch i ldren who are in  k indergarten  

in  the i r  regular school  are welcome to join  the  

k indergarten program.  

Upper Grades -We general ly place ch i ldren in  the 

YFF program in  the same grade in  which they are in  

the i r  regular school .  I f  a ch i ld for whatever reason 

has progressed at  a different  pace in  the i r  regular 

school ,  but  has prev ious ly part i c ipated in  the  

St .  Lawrence program, a grade - level  determinat ion 

wi l l  be made on a case -by-case bas i s .  

Sacramental  Prepara t ion -The Diocese of St .   

Petersburg requires that  ch i ldren who wi l l  be  

receiv ing the sacraments  of F i rs t  Reconci l iat ion ,  

F i rs t  Holy Communion ,  or Conf i rmat ion must  have a 

min imum of two consecut ive years of re l ig ious  

educat ion ins t ruct ion .  The f i rs t  year of ins t ruct ion 

may be had in  a format ion program, or Cathol i c  

school .  Thereafter ,  the ch i ld may be e l igible for a 

sacramental  preparat ion c lass .  
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION CALENDAR 2025-2026 

SEPTEMBER 

 SUNDAY: 9/7 OPEN HOUSE, 9/14 KICK OFF, 

 9/21, 9/28 

CONFIRMATION:  

 SUNDAY: 9/28 PARENT CONFIRMATION MTG 

 (11:15 A.M. HIGGINS HALL) 

  

OCTOBER  

CONFIRMATION:  

WEDNESDAY: 10/1 PARENT CONFIRMATION MTG 

(REPEAT, 6:30 P.M. HIGGINS HALL) 

SUNDAY: 10/5, 10/12, 10/19, 10/26 
 

FIRST COMMUNION:  

 SUNDAY: 10/19 PARENT FIRST COMMUNION MTG 

 (11:15 A.M. HIGGINS HALL) 

 WEDNESDAY: 10/22 PARENT FIRST COMMUNION  

 MTG (REPEAT, 3:30 P.M. ST. LAWRENCE SCHOOL 
  

NOVEMBER 

 SUNDAY: 11/2, 11/9, 11/16  

 SUNDAY: 11/23 & 11/30 NO YFF 

 (THANKSGIVING BREAK) 
 

DECEMBER 

 SUNDAY: 12/7, 12/14,   

 12/21 & 12/28 NO YFF (CHRISTMAS BREAK) 
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

EMERGENCY CLASS CANCELLATION POLICY 

Hurr i cane Warning - I f  at  the s tart  t ime of c lass  on 

any given Sunday morn ing,  the Tampa 

Bay area i s  under a hurr icane or t ropical  

s torm warn ing (not  a watch) ,  YFF c lasses 

wi l l  be cancel led.  P lease watch or l i s ten 

to your local  weather s tat ion broadcast  for  

hurr icane and tropical  s torm warn ing not ices .   

Pos t -Hurr i cane Cance l la t ions - I f  a hurr icane of 

any s ize has hi t  the Tampa Bay area during the 

week,  the Sunday YFF c lasses wi l l  be cancel led.   

Terror Aler t  Warning - I f  by the s tart  t ime of  

c lass  on any given Sunday,  the Uni ted State  

Department  of Homeland Secur i ty has rai sed  

the level to RED,  YFF c lasses wi l l  be cancel led.  

P lease watch or l i s ten to your local  news s tat ion 

broadcast  for terror  alert  warn ings .  

Cancel la t ion Not ices -Al l  cancel lat ions wi l l  be  

noted on the Youth Fai th  Format ion webpage  

ht tps :// st lawrence.org/yf f/ .  

RIGHT TO AMEND 

Th i s  handbook i s pr imari ly a means of communica-

t ion .  I t  i s  meant  to prov ide you ,  the parent/

guardian ,  wi th  helpfu l  informat ion about the YFF 

Program. S t .  Lawrence Par ish reserves the r ight  

to amend this  handbook as necessary and  

parents  wil l  be not i f ied in  wr i t ing of changes .  
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

At St .  Lawrence,  ch i ldren are e l ig ible to receive 

the i r  F i rs t  Reconci l iat ion/F i rs t  Holy Communion as 

ear ly as second grade and Conf i rmat ion as ear ly 

as e ighth grade.  Parents  who bel ieve their  ch i ld 

may be el ig ible for sacramental  preparat ion but  

are not  in  a sacramental  preparat ion c lass  are 

urged to contact  the Director of Youth Fai th   

Format ion as soon as poss ib le after regi s t rat ion .  

MASS 

Noth ing i s  more important  for fai th  format ion than 

our ce lebrat ion of the Euchar i s t .  Parents  seek ing to 

rai se the i r  ch i ldren in  the fu l lness  of the Cathol i c  

fai th  shou ld at tend Mass every Sunday and Holy 

Day of Obl igat ion !  We encourage fami l ies  to  

at tend Mass together whenever poss ib le because 

ch i ldren learn from the example of the i r  parents .  

The 10:00A.M. Mass i s  an ideal Mass t ime because 

ch i ldren can come from Mass to c lass ,  but  fami l ies  

are free to choose whatever Mass t ime su i t s  the 

fami ly ’ s  need.  Parents  should know, however,  

tha t  Sunday class is  never a  subs t i tu te for  Mass.  

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR CHILDREN 

The OCIC program i s  for ch i ldren 7 years of age 

or o lder who have not  been bapt ized or have been 

bapt ized in  another denominat ional  church .  The 

OCIC program i s  a separate program which  

prepares these ch i ldren to receive the sacraments  

of in i t iat ion :  Bapt i sm,  F i rs t  Communion and  

Conf i rmat ion .   
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

ATTENDANCE 

Non-sacramenta l  and non-preparat ion years -

Ideal ly ,  ch i ldren enrol led in  the YFF program 

shou ld at tend every c lass .  We understand that   

i l lness  and fami ly schedules somet imes make  

i t  necessary for s tudents  to be absent .  As a  

courtesy ,  p lease not i fy the Youth Fai th  Format ion 

off ice in  advance,  i f  poss ib le ,  v ia emai l  at   

mmontero@st lawrence.org and always check  

wi th  the teacher to see what work was missed.   

Sacramental  and Prepara t ion Years -Sacramental  

preparat ion i s  cons idered the respons ibi l i ty  of  

the ent i re Par i sh  communi ty and cannot  be accom-

pl i shed pr ivate ly .  Therefore,  s tudents  shou ld have 

no more than four (4)  absences dur ing sacramental  

and preparat ion years .  

For our recordkeeping purposes ,  i f  your ch i ld 

misses 4 consecut ive c lasses wi thout  not ice ,   

he or she wi l l  be l i s ted as wi thdrawn by you 

unt i l  you not i fy us otherwise .  

TARDINESS 

A student  wi l l  be cons idered tardy i f  they come  

to c lass  later than 11:25 A.M. Being on t ime i s  very 

important  for the ch i ld and the teacher .  I f  the ch i ld 

arr ives after the teacher has s tarted the c lass ,  the 

tardy ch i ld misses out  on what has al ready been 

discussed in  c lass .  Addi t ional ly ,  after 11:30 A.M. ,  

there i s  no one at  the front  door let  the ch i ld in .  
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

PROGRESS REPORTS 

Your ch i ld ’ s  progress wi l l  be measured in  a  

var iety of ways dur ing the year ,  inc luding oral  

and wri t ten tes t s .  We encourage you to speak  

to your ch i ld ’ s  teacher on a regular bas is .  

WITHDRAWALS 

I f  you wi thdraw your ch i ld dur ing the school   

year ,  p lease not i fy the Director of Youth Fai th  

Format ion .  S ince books and suppl ies are  

purchased at  the beginn ing of the school  year ,  

we are unable to give refunds after the s tart   

of the program. I f  your ch i ld has missed four  

consecut ive c lasses wi thout  not ice ,  he or she  

wi l l  be admin i s t rat ive ly wi thdrawn from YFF ,  

wi thout  refund.  

DIOCESAN HARASSMENT POLICY & CODE OF  

CONDUCT FOR CHILDREN 

The Diocese of St .  Petersburg requires that  we 

not i fy you of i t s Harassment  Pol i cy for Non -

Employment Si tuat ions in  the Schools/Centers ,  

Par i sh  Rel ig ious Educat ion and Par i sh  Youth  

Min i s t ry Programs.  The Diocese also has adopted  

Code of Conduct  for  Ch i ldren wi th in  the Diocese 

of St .  Petersburg.  The Harassment  Pol i cy and the 

Code of Conduct  are avai lable on the Diocesan 

websi te (dosp.org) .  Safe Envi ronment Tra in ing 

for parents  and volunteers  is  avai lable  onl ine 

(h t tps ://www.dosp.org/safe -envi ronment/ ) .  
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

•  Behavior or language that  in t imidates ,   

bel i t t les ,  harasses ( inc luding harassment  of a 

sexual  nature) ,  inappropr iate references of 

phys ical  harm to oneself  or others  wi l l  resu l t  in  

di sc ip l inary act ion .  A parent  wi l l  be not i f ied.  

•  Cel l  phones must  be turned off  and put  away.  

The teacher has the r ight  to take a ce l l  phone 

away from a s tudent i f  he/she has i t  out or i t  

r ings dur ing c lass .  The parent  must  come and 

pick up the phone from the YFF director in   

order for the phone to be returned.  

•  Complying wi th the Code of Conduct  for   

Chi ldren and Youth wi th in  the Diocese of      

St .  Petersburg.  

Teachers wi l l  verbal ly remind s tudents  as neces-

sary about  the need for respect .  However ,  i f  

there i s  a ser ious infract ion ,  or a teacher bel ieves 

that  a s tudent  has a pattern of di srespect  in  any 

one c lass  or c lasses ,  the teacher wi l l  contact  the 

YFF director who wi l l  escort  the ch i ld out of the 

c lassroom and the parents  wi l l  be not i f ied.   

1st  of fense :  Student i s  spoken to indiv idual ly .  

2nd of fense:  Student  may be sent to the off ice .  

3 rd of fense:  Parent ,  teacher and director meet  

to di scuss  ch i ld ’ s  behavior .   

I n  the event  that the s i tuat ion cannot  be 

reso lved after parent  consu l tat ion ,  we  

reserve the r ight  to terminate a ch i ld ’ s  

part ic ipat ion in  the YFF program wi thout 

refund.  
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL 

Drop-Off -Your ch i ldren are precious to you and us .  

On Sunday morn ings ,  there i s  a great deal  of t raf-

f ic  on the Par i sh  grounds .  One park ing spot   

in  front  of the school  entrance wi l l  have a cone 

showing where parents  can dr ive up to drop off  

the i r  ch i ld(ren)  so they can walk in to the school .  

Only parents  of Kindergarten and 1st  Grade  

s tudents  can walk the i r  ch i ld(ren)  to the c lass .   

To ensure the safety of your ch i ld ,  a l l  v is i tors ,   

inc luding parents ,  wi l l  need to have thei r  ID 

scanned to be admitted in to the school .   

Pickup -Dismissal  begins at  12:30 P.M.  on the 

NORTH SIDE of the school  cafeter ia .  P lease ensure 

you have your ch i ld(ren) ’ s  car l ine placard for an 

eff ic ient  di smissal .  Refer to the car l ine diagram 

which shows how to safely and eff ic ient ly jo in  the 

car l ine .  P lease show pat ience and k indness as we 

safely dismiss  your ch i ld(ren) .   

FOR THE SAFETY OF YOUR CHILD, PLEASE DO 

NOT WALK UP TO THE CAR LINE.   

La te P ickup -Ch i ldren wi l l  remain in  the cafeter ia 

unt i l  12:45 P.M. After that  t ime,  ch i ldren wi l l  be 

brought  to the par i sh  off ice for pickup.  

P lease respect  our volunteers by 

prompt ly pick ing up your ch i ld no later 

than12:45pm.  
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Ear ly P ickup -Parents  who must  pick  up the i r  ch i ld 

pr ior to the regular 12:30 P.M.  di smissal  t ime 

shou ld come to the main south  doors of the school  

and r ing the school  off ice for ass i s tance .   

 

Unsupervised Dismissal  is  Not  Al lowed -Al l   

YFF ch i ldren must leave wi th a parent  or fami ly  

member.  I f  there i s  a day that  a different  fami ly 

member or fr iend must  pick  up the ch i ld ,  that   

person must  have a note s igned by the parent   

a l lowing that  person to pickup the ch i ld(ren) .   

 

I f  the person does not have that s igned let ter ,  the 

chi ldren wi l l  not be al lowed to leave wi th that  

 person.  Be sure you prov ide your fami ly  

 member or fr iend that  le t ter to avoid  

 delays !  

We real ize  that  this  dismissa l  pol i cy wi l l  take 

more of your t ime,  but  your chi ld ’s  safe ty  is  of  

paramount impor tance to us.  

PARENT PARTICIPATION 

Parent  part i c ipat ion  i s  essent ia l  to a successfu l  

Youth Fai th  Format ion exper ience.  Therefore,   

we inv i te and encourage you to look at  the  

Sadl ier on l ine portal  www.chr i s t inus .com/Parent  

pages for ways to cont inue the YFF teach ings  

at  home.  More informat ion about  the Sadl ier  

fami ly portal  wi l l  be prov ided in  October .   
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Meet & Greet/Open House Day -To encourage 

communicat ion between the YFF teachers and the 

parents ,  we wi l l  ho ld a Meet & Greet/Open 

House Day for al l  grades ,  K indergarten through  

Conf i rmat ion .  P lease note that  th i s  i s  not a fu l l  

c lass  day.  We ask that  parents  s tay wi th  the i r  

ch i ldren for the durat ion of the day.  

At  11:15 A.M. ,  a l l  teachers ,  parents  and s tudents  

wi l l  meet in Cel t i c  Hal l  ( school  cafeter ia )  for an 

in t roductory meet ing.  Fo l lowing the general   

meet ing,  s tudents  and thei r  parents  go to the 

c lassroom wi th  the indiv idual  catech i s t s .  Th i s   

a l lows parents  to s tay wi th  the ch i ldren who may 

feel  unset t led on the f i rs t  day.  

Catech i s t s  wi l l  make a short  presentat ion ,   

in t roduce the s tudent  textbook and then dismiss  

the s tudents  and thei r  parents .  On the fol lowing  

Sunday,  YFF Kick Off Day,  s tudents  wi l l  go to 

the i r  c lassrooms for the i r  regular c lass  per iod.  

RESPECT FOR OTHERS/CLASSROOM RULES 

 S tudents  must  show respect  for the Fai th  

 Format ion s taff ,  vo lunteers and other  

 s tudents .  Respect  i s  demonstrated by:   

•  Fol lowing h i s  or her teacher ’ s  c lass room ru les .  

•  Using good manners .  

•  Not touch ing the books and property of the  

St .  Lawrence School  s tudents  who share our 

c lassrooms.  
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