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vt. Lawrence Parish³s founding pastor,  

Monsignor Laurence E. Higgins, had been working on a 

plan for years to secure statues of saints he considered 

among the most important heroes of the Catholic faith. 

Thanks to the generosity and dedication of several  

long-time parishioners and friends, Monsignor's vision  

for a "Walk With the Saints" has come to fruition.  

 

One day, after saying Mass, the Holy Spirit inspired  

Msgr. Higgins to refer to a book he hadn't read in years, 

St. Augustine's The City of God.  St. Augustine wrote that life 

is a "tale of two cities," the Earthly City and the  

City of God. The earthly is consumed by a love of self and 

suppression of God, and the heavenly by the love of God 

and suppression of self. 

 

"In reflecting on St. Augustine's thoughts, I could see our 

parishioners coming into the lot, parking their cars, getting 

out, leaving their worldly thoughts behind, and entering 

into the City of God," said Higgins. He envisioned a statue 

of St. Augustine outside the walls, his hands welcoming 

everyone through the piazza gates and into  

The City of God.  

 

With nine other statues strategically placed inside the walls, 

families would be able to "walk and pray with the saints" 

before entering God's house in the church.  Msgr. Higgins 

had long and carefully considered the saints he thought 

should be included. Thanks to Msgr. Higgins' vision for his 

´Walk With the Saints,µ we are all invited to experience the 

power of intercessory prayer and communion with these 

saints.  

 

Be merciful, spare us, O Lord!  

Be merciful, graciously hear us, O Lord!  

From all evil, O Lord, deliver us.  

From all sin, O Lord, deliver us.  

From anger and hatred, O Lord, deliver us.  

Through your death and resurrection, O Lord, deliver us.  

In the day of judgment, O Lord, hear us.  

That you would forgive us and all those we love, O Lord, hear us.  

That you would grant peace and unity to all, O Lord, hear us.  

That you would give rest to those who have died, O Lord, hear us.  

That you would lift up our minds to heavenly desires, O Lord, hear us.  

Son of God, O Lord, hear us.  

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, Spare us, O Lord.  

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, Graciously hear us, O Lord.  

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, Have mercy on us.  

Say the Lord³s Prayer (Our Father¦)  

and  

The Glory Be (Glory Be to the Father¦).  



|he Litany of Saints 

 

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy on us.  

Christ hear us. Christ graciously hear us.  

God the Father, have mercy on us.  

God the Son, have mercy on us.  

God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.  

Holy Trinity, have mercy on us.  

Holy Mary, pray for us.  

St. Michael, pray for us.  

St. Gabriel, pray for us.  

St. Raphael, pray for us.  

All you holy angels and archangels, pray for us.  

St. John the Baptist, pray for us.  

St. Joseph, pray for us.  

St. Abraham, pray for us.  

All you holy Patriarchs and prophets, pray for us.  

St. Peter, pray for us.  

St. Paul, pray for us.  

St. Andrew, pray for us.  

St. James, pray for us.  

St. John, pray for us.  

St. Jude, pray for us.  

St. Mary Magdalen, pray for us.  

All you holy apostles and evangelists, pray for us.  

All you holy martyrs, pray for us.  

St. Anthony of Egypt, pray for us.  

St. Sixtus, pray for us. 

St. Lawrence, pray for us.  

St. Ambrose, pray for us.  

St. Monica, pray for us.  

St. Augustine, pray for us.  

St. Francis of Assisi, pray for us.  

St. Anthony of Padua, pray for us.  

St. Thomas More, pray for us.  

St. Teresa of Ávila, pray for us.  

St. Gianna Beretta Molla, pray for us.  

All you men and women, Saints of God, make intercession for us.  

 

]onsignor Laurence E. Higgins  



 

St. Augustine was born to a Latin-speaking, Berber family in the  

year 354 in the region of modern-day Algeria. His mother,  

St. Monica, was Christian, and his father pagan. Although his mother 

desired for him to become Christian, he was not baptized in his 

youth. At the age of 17, Augustine moved to Carthage, in  

modern-day Tunisia, to continue his education. He became a  

professor, took a mistress, and entered the cult of Manichaeism.  

His mother pleaded with him to marry in the Church, but instead  

he left for Rome, and then for Milan.  

 

In Milan, St. Augustine met the learned and holy bishop  

St. Ambrose. After studying Plato, he left the Manichees, and  

at the urging of his mother, he left his mistress. Impressed by  

St. Ambrose but not yet convinced of the truth of Christianity,  

he moved to a house outside Milan to live with friends in prayer  

and study. While there he heard the story of St. Anthony of Egypt. 

He was moved to tears by the story and converted to Christianity. 

Along with his friends and his son Adeodatus, St. Augustine was  

baptized by St. Ambrose at the Easter Vigil in 387.  

 

After the deaths of his son and his mother, St. Augustine returned  

to his homeland to live as a monk. He was ordained a priest and  

later, due to popular demand, the bishop of Hippo, where he died  

in 430 during the final stages of the Roman Empire. His vast  

writings have made him one of the greatest of the Doctors of the 

Church. The most important of his works include City of God,   

which inspired the courtyard of St. Lawrence parish, his  

autobiographical Confessions, and On the Trinity. His feast is celebrated 

on August 28th.  

 

´You have made us for yourself, O Lord,  

our hearts are restless until they rest in You.µ 

vt. Augustine of Hippo 
vt. Jude 

St. Jude is the patron 
saint of desperate cases 
and lost causes. His feast 
is celebrated on October 
28th.   
  
Saint Jude, help of the  
hopeless, aid me in my  
distress.  
That by your intercession,  
both priests and people of  
the Church may obtain an 
ardent zeal for the Faith of 
Jesus Christ, we beseech you,  
hear us. Amen. 

vt. Francis of Assisi 

Francis is the founder of all  

Franciscan orders and the  

patron saint of animals,  

ecologists, and merchants.  

His feast is celebrated on  

October 4th.    

 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon;  
where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;  
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. 
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love.  
For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.  



]ary, the Blessed Mother 

 

There are three additional statues on the grounds of St. Lawrence.  

They are of St. Jude, St. Francis of Assisi, and Mary,  

the Blessed Mother.  These statues were installed years before a 

´Walk With the Saintsµ had begun as a project.  Because of our 

close relationship with these saints, we include them in here and  

ask them to intercede for us.   

On December 8th, we honor Mary, our Mother.  

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception  

is a feast celebrating Mary's conception without sin.  

  
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee;  

blessed art thou among women  
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,  
now and at the hour of our death.  

Amen.  

Prayer to the Holy Spirit: 

Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, 

that my thoughts may all be holy. 

Act in me, O Holy Spirit,  

that my work, too, may be holy. 

Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, 

that I love but what is holy. 

Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, 

to defend all that is holy. 

Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, 

that I always may be holy.  

Amen.  



vt. Peter 

Blessed Apostle Peter, to whom God has given the keys of the  

kingdom of Heaven, and the power to bind and loose, grant that we 

may be delivered through the help of your intercession from the 

bonds of our sins. O, Holy Shepherd, Prince of the Apostles,  

pray for us that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Amen.  

´He is the father of us all.µ  
-Rom. 4:16 

Abraham, father of the faithful, 

intercede for us that our faith 

may  be strong and steadfast, 

especially in times of doubt and 

darkness. Pray for us, that we may 

be instruments of God³s peace, 

mercy, and love. Amen.  


